
 
 
 
 
 

Second Sunday of Advent 
December 8, 2013 

5PM    Olgierd Romanowicz 
            Req. by: The Family 

             Leroy Kronebitter  87th B-day 
            Req. by: Lois Kirgan  

9 AM   Dolores Sobolewski 
             Req. by: The Yackimowicz Family  

             Horace Saxton 
            Req. by: The Yackimowicz Family  
11AM   Rose Ozar 
            Req. by: Deke & Cookie Adams 

             Edward Termyna, Sr. 
             Req. by: Wife, Sue 

 

 
2013 Day of Sanctification for Priests 

The priests of the Archdiocese of Philadel-
phia assemble each year for a day of prayer 
and reflection on the Sacred Priesthood. This 
year our priests will gather with Archbishop 
Chaput at St. Charles Borromeo Seminary  
on Monday, Dec. 2nd, for the 2013 Day of 
Sanctification for Priests. Please pray for all 
priests of the Archdiocese, especially this 
weekend and Monday, with the following 
prayer. 

 
Lord our God, who in governing  

your people make use of  
the ministry of Priests, grant to these  

men a persevering obedience  
to your will, so that by their ministry  

and life they may gain glory for  
you in Christ. Who lives and  
reigns with you in unity of the  

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.       
Amen 

 
 

077—PAGE 1 

91   Years   Young   and   Still   Evolving 

First Sunday of Advent 
December 1, 2013 

 
5PM     Patrick Powell 
            Req. by: Kathleen Johnston & Family 

             Johanna M. Crosby 
            Req. by: James P. Foley, Jr.  
 
9AM    Winnie Bainbridge 
             Req. by: The Hessanthaler Family  

             Thomas Boorse 
            Req. by: Jack & Sandy Williams  
 
11AM   Nancy Peck 
            Req. by: Tony Hiller & Peg Duffy 

              Patrick Powell 
             Req. by: M/M Rick Kelly 

           
Monday  
9         Charles & Mary Costello 
           Req. by: Mary Tees 

            Edna Thornhill 
           Req. by: Pat O’Donnell 

             

Tuesday    
9        For The People 
 
                         

Wednesday  
9        Warren MacArthur  B-day 
          Req. by: Gen Morrin 

          Edna Thornhill 
          Req. by: Gerri McGuire  
 
Thursday 
9        NO MASS 
                     
Friday  
9       Joan Carmody  
         Req. by: Tom 

          George Barth 
         Req. by: STA Seniors 

                                      
Saturday 
9      Rose Picciani  Ann. 
        Req. by: Ron & Barb Picciani 

         George Barth 
        Req. by: Jo Ann Foder                 

f
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Father Mike’s Musings 
Endings are simply new beginnings, so I think. 
The beginning of the new Liturgical Year this 
weekend is a prime example, as the Season of 
Advent is upon us. Jesus’ First Coming is a 
cause for celebration, and His return in glory - 
His Second Coming - is another cause for cele-
bration. We end a Liturgical Year to begin a 
new one. We will begin the Miraculous Medal 
Novena tonight unitl December 9, which is the 
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception. Re-
member - the Blessed Virgin Mary is responsi-
ble for miracles! Come to the Novena Services, 
and invite your loved ones to join you. 
Archbishop Chaput will administer the Sacra-
ment of Confirmation on Friday, December 13; 
we are honored by his choosing to visit our par-
ish for this momentous parish celebration. We 
will welcome Tajci for the December 14 Con-
cert; she will truly minister by her gift of song. 
Reward yourselves and all whom you will invite 
in preparing for Christmas in the Season of Ad-
vent. A Social will be held in the Church Hall 
after the Concert. Please remember the Parish 
Meeting in the Church on Sunday, December 
15 from 12:15PM to 1:30PM. I want to let you 
all know, and I ask that you let your fellow pa-
rishioners and family members know, there will 
be one Mass on Christmas Day at 10AM. The 
Christmas Eve Masses remain the same: 5PM 
and Midnight. This has been communicated by 
way of the folder which has been mailed to you 
in the Christmas mailing, and is due to the lim-
ited attendance at the 9AM and 11AM Masses 
last year. We “keep moving forward as a parish 
family.” 
 

Peace and Love, 
 

Father Mike     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Sunday Scriptures, December 8 
Reading I:    Isaiah 11:1-10  
Reading II:   Romans 15:4-9 
Gospel:        Matthew 3:1-12 
                               

 Lectors  
Dec. 7      5PM  R. Fallon & S. Colvin  
Dec. 8      9AM  D. DiTomasso & J. Jackson  
Dec. 8    11AM  W. Scenna & A. Scheck  

 
Extraordinary Minister 

Dec. 7      5PM   K. Berna & J. Berna 
Dec. 8      9AM   M. Bosco & M. Ghost 
Dec. 8    11AM   R. Kelly & M. Kelly  

 
Altar Servers’ Schedule 

Dec. 7                                                   5:00PM 
  M. McMahon, E. Kugler, T. O’Keefe 
Dec. 8                                                   9:00AM  
  R. Kringe, D. Kringe, A. Fields 
Dec. 8                                                 11:00AM  
  C. Brogan, A. Fowler, R. Andrews 

 
**Due to the Holiday printing schedule, the 
Sunday Collection for November 24, 2013 
will be in the next bulletin. 
   

Offertory Collection 
 November 24, 2013  

 
  Adults (0)                                                 $0.00 
  High School (0)                                        $0.00 
  Children (0)                        $0.00                                     
  Total                                                         $0.00 
  Debt Reduction                               $0.00 
   

  Comparison of Sunday Offering  
November 25, 2012 

    
Total                                                           $0.00 

 
Breakfast Sunday 

Please join us on Sunday, December 8 for 
Breakfast in Father Crehan Hall from 8AM-
11AM. Cost is $5 per person.  Come and  
enjoy great food and fellowship 
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St. Thomas Aquinas Parish  
Lottery Winners 

Dates not printed were unsold tickets.            
     

*** Pre-Jordan Classes*** 
The next class is on Tuesday, Dec. 17,  
2013 at 7:30PM in the  Parish Meeting 
Room.  Parents and godparents must attend 
a class within the last 3 years. If you have 
any further questions, please call the Parish 
Office at 215-788-2989. 

 
Separated/Divorced Support Group 

Please join us on Wednesday, Dec. 18 
at 7PM in the Father Crehan Hall.  

Open forum. Come ask your  
questions and find answers.  

“All are welcome in the eyes of the Lord.” 
If you have any questions please contact  

Peg Duffy at 215-788-1947. 
 

The Vocation to Single Life 
We invite single women to come for  
prayer and reflection on the single life  
as a vocational calling. Come and share  
with other single women the blessings  
and challenges of your unique call. Saturday, 
December 14, 9AM-Noon at Sisters of the 
Blessed Sacrament National Shrine of  
St. Katharine Drexel, 1663 Bristol Pike,  
Bensalem. Fee is $10 and includes lunch. 
Please call Sister Amelia at 215-375-4928 or 
email sbsvocation1@verizon.net to register 
by December 9. 

 
Joy 

Sing joyfully to the Lord...serve the Lord with  
Gladness.        Psalms  100:1-2 
Why is this “season of joy” so often filled with 
stress? Instead of assuming the joy will wash 
over us like the scent of a Christmas tree, we 
need to become the ones dispensing the joy. 
Try to do something every day to brighten 
someone else’s day. Small acts of kindness 
such as giving up a parking spot, holding a 
door, visiting a shut-in might not change the 
world, but it could change you. And it offers a 
way to “serve the Lord with gladness.” 

 

 
Remember in your 

prayers.  
OUR MEN AND WOMEN IN THE MILITARY. 
Many  of our parishioners have family members 

serving in dangerous assignments around the world. 
Please keep them in your prayers. 

OUR SICK. 
Scott Batcho, Joanne Churnetski,  

Gen Morrin, Betty Wunsch, 
Tom Warmouth, Lizel Ward 

All those who are sick. 
 

OUR DECEASED 
Amanda Busler 

All the deceased of the parish. 
 
 

Annual Christmas Craft Show and Bazaar 
St. Thomas Aquinas Christmas Craft Show  
and Bazaar Committee will be selling chances, 
before and after Mass starting on Saturday, 
Nov. 2nd and the following weekends up to  
including the day of the Bazaar. There will be  
3 separate drawings for $100 cash each. The 
chances are $1 each or 6 for $5. The winners 
will be picked at the Bazaar on Sunday, Decem-
ber 1st at 2PM. You do not need to be present 
to win. NOTE: Santa Claus is coming to town  
so bring the kids, all sizes, all ages and your 
camera! 
 

Increased Offertory Program 
St. Thomas Aquinas Increased Offertory Pro-
gram has come to its close and we have seen 
an increase to the weekly offertory. I would like 
to thank all parishioners for your concern for the 
future stability of our parish. We ask that you 
continue your increased charitable activity and 
for your ongoing contribution of your time, tal-
ent, and treasure. If you have not already done 
so, please return your offertory response enve-
lope at your first opportunity. May the Lord’s 
blessings be with you and your family. 
 
                                                       Father Mike 
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Monthly Parish Retreat 
The first monthly retreat will be Sunday,  
December 22nd at 1PM in the Fr. Crehan 
Hall. The retreat is for everyone. Any ques-
tions please feel free to email Becca Guther-
man at rgutherman@mail.immaculata.edu.  
Also, volunteers will be needed. 
 

Mary’s Cupboard  
Mary’s Cupboard is so thankful and  
appreciative of your generosity in the past.  
Its unfortunate but client requests are up 
while donations are down. Because of this, 
we are having problems keeping food on our 
shelves. We would appreciate any donations 
you can provide. We thank you in advance 
for your continual support; without your gen-
erosity, we would not be able to help our 
neighbor’s in need. For more information 
contact 215-949-1991. 
 

Blood Drive 
Give someone the gift of life for Christmas. 
The need for blood increases around the  
holidays and you have a chance to help  
save a life. Saint Thomas Aquinas parish is 
hosting a blood drive on Monday, December 
9th from 3:30PM to 8:15PM in Father  
Crehan Hall. To be successful we need at 
least 40 donors, to be one please call Agnes 
Meek at 215-785-0442 or email 
aemeek@comcast.net with your name, 
phone number and preferred time. 
 

 
Models of Religious Education 

Do you want to explore the topic of Religious 
Education? La Salle University will be offer-
ing a graduate course this spring at our 
Bucks County Center, “Models of Religious 
Education.” The course will be taught by Bro. 
John Crawford and will meet on Monday eve-
nings, 6:15PM-8:15PM. For more information 
please contact Fr. Frank Berna, 215-951-
1346 or Berna@lasalle.edu. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
. 
 

 
 

 

Catholic Women’s Conference 
The Feminine Genius: Every Woman’s Gift 
will be held Saturday, December 7, 2013 
from 8:30AM to 4:30PM at the Pennsylvania 
Convention Center, Philadelphia. A dynamic 
conference addressing Catholic perspectives 
on current news and issues affecting 
women—and how, as women of faith, can 
respond with an authentic feminine presence 
to transform every aspect of life and society. 
Adult $60, High School $50. Register at: 
www.CatholicWomensConference.org 
 

Welcome New Parishioners! 
M/M Christian Stuhlman 

 
The Giving Tree 2013 

If the “Giving Tree” looks special this year it’s 
because some of our parish children gave 
their time helping to make ornaments!!! Our 
tree is filled with love. The tree will be  
available for you to help make another  
family’s Christmas brighter, on Saturday,  
November 9th. Please take one or maybe 
two of the ornaments. Please return them as 
soon as you can. Our STA families are so 
giving at this time of year. We thank you, for 
all you do to make our job easier. God Bless 
You and Your and Family. If you know of a 
family or someone who is in need of some 
help this holiday, please put their name and 
telephone number on a piece of paper and 
place it into the collection basket or give it to 
Father Mike or call 215-788-2989 and ask for 
ext. 11. Make sure the envelope is sealed 
and marked “Confidential.” 
 
Thank you,  
Mrs. Janice Fratantaro, 
Mrs. Donna Pierce-Bongart 
Father Mike 
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Miraculous Medal Novena 
Our parish will sponsor the Miraculous Medal 
Novena from November 30 - December 9. 
Plan to celebrate the Blessed Mother’s  
powerful intercession for her children. Father 
Michael Shea, C.M., will introduce the Novena 
on the weekend of November 29 and 30. 

 
Mom’s Night Out 

St. Charles Borromeo’s annual “Mom’s Night 
Out” will be held on Sunday, December 8  
from 6PM to 9PM. All crafters/vendors  
welcome! Tables are $25. Get started on  
your holiday shopping! For more information, 
please contact Carole Dalesandro at  
caroledales@yahoo.com. 
 

Employment Opportunity 
The Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament are 
looking for a receptionist to work every  
Friday and Saturday from 8AM to 4PM.  
Some experience would be helpful. We are 
also looking for a PT RN for every other  
weekend. If interested, please call Barbara  
at 215-244-9900, ext. 348 or apply at 1663 
Bristol Pk, Bensalem. 
 

Market Day 
Reminder: all orders are due by Monday,  
December 2nd. Don’t forget to order your 
cookie dough. There are a lot of items that 
make nice gifts for family and friends. 
Everyone who places an order will be entered 
into a drawing to win a tin of Gingerbread 
Boys. Order forms at all doors of the Church. 
 

Rediscover the Love in Your Marriage 
The Retrouvaille Marriage Program offers 
help for struggling marriages. It gives you the 
chance to rediscover yourself and your 
spouse. Retrouvaille is not just a social gath-
ering or series of seminars, but rather a way 
to rediscover and rekindle the loving relation-
ship in your marriage. The next program be-
gins on the weekend of February 7-9 at the 
Family Life Center in Malvern, PA. For more 
information visit www.HelpOurMarriage.com 
or call 1-800-470-2230. 
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SAVE THE DATE! 
We are very pleased to announce that Tajci
(pronounced TY-chee), internationally renowned 
Catholic singer, songwriter, and recording artist, 
will perform in concert for our parish on Sat., 
Dec. 14th at 7PM in the Church. Tajci has  
inspired audiences across America and around 
the world with her performances! A member of 
the Knights of Columbus has said, “She draws 
in you a wish to experience Christmas for the 
first time, with the awe, wonder and longing for 
miracles. She can really perform and her voice 
blows you away.” This is a great opportunity for 
family and friends who may be away from the 
church, or those who belong to other parishes to 
come together and experience Christmas anew 
thanks to the warm, welcoming, generous heart 
of St. Thomas Aquinas parish. Admission will be 
free of charge, although free will offerings will be 
accepted. There will be a reception in the 
Church Hall immediately following the concert. 
For more information, visit www.staq.org or  
idobelieve.com. You may also contact Jaime at 
215-817-2821. 
 

Discernment Retreat 
Young women (18-35) are invited to join us for a 
retreat December 13-15 at Villa Maria House of 
Studies. This retreat will focus on the IHM 
Charism and the importance of listening to 
God’s call and discovering the many way that 
God speaks to us. For more information contact 
ihmvoc@aol.com or call 610-889-1553. 
 

 
Advent Mornings and Evenings of Prayer 

Mother Boniface Spirituality Center, 3501 Solly 
Ave, Phila., is offering Advent Mornings and 
Evenings of Prayer on Dec. 4, 11 and 18 from 
9:30AM-11:30AM and repeating from 7PM-
9PM. Come and pray and reflect with us on this 
Advent Journey as we prepare for the greater 
coming of Jesus into our lives, our homes, and 
our world. To register call 267-350-1830 or 
267-350-1831. 
 


